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BA (Hons.) in Early Childhood Care and Education

Disclaimer:

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this publication is accurate and up-to-date. No responsibility for loss or distress occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting as a result of the material in this publication can be accepted by the Fingal County Childcare Committee and / or their respective servants and / or agents.

Due to the unprecedented interest from providers in Fingal with regard to the provision of a BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Care and Education on a part-time basis, FCCC are forwarding information to you on the various BA options available. There are currently a number of institutions delivering the above degree on a part-time basis from September 2010. Please see below for links, contact details and brief information on the courses. Please note that FCCC are not promoting one course over another, it is up to you to look at the courses and see which one best suit your needs. 
1. Institute of Technology Blanchardstown – (Blanchardstown)
The Institute of Technology Blanchardstown are delivering the BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Care and Education on a full and part-time basis. 
Key Features: 4 years Part-time

Academic Year: September – May each year

Classes: 2 evenings per week + 1 Saturday per month
Investment: €2,100 per year (This figure is approximate has NOT been confirmed)
Start Date: September 2010 (Start date has not been confirmed yet)
Accreditation: Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Early Childhood Care and Education 

Entry Requirements: This part time course is only for work based students – i.e. those already working in the area with a level of expertise in the area of early childhood care and education. The ITB are currently looking into the issue of exemptions at the moment and are awaiting information from other stakeholders in relation to course content at FETAC level 6 and level 7
Tiered Exit Award Structure

· Ordinary Level (BA Ordinary in Early Childhood Care & Education –Level 7 Award)

· Honours Level (BA Honours in Early Childhood Care & Education –Level 8 Award)

This programme will be of interest to mature students wishing to gain qualifications in the area of Early Childhood Care and Education.  The course will be of interest to those wishing to work in a variety of childcare contexts, those already working in the childcare sector who wish to obtain academic qualifications in the area, and those who already have some qualifications in childcare and now wish to transfer to a Degree programme. Its overall aim is to produce competent and skilled early childhood professionals.  In this regard, the programme takes account of the progressive nature of professional development and facilitates this progression through a structured interaction between theory and practice. The programme is underpinned by policy documents such as the Model Framework for Education Training and Professional Development in the Early Childhood Care and Education Sector, the NCCA Framework for Early Learning, the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education as well as the Child Care (Pre-School Services) Regulations.  
  
The programme comprises taught academic modules, practical and creative modules, and three work placement components designed to give the learner the opportunity to gain experience in different areas of childcare and education.  
This course has been validated, for more information including application process contact the ITB Marketing Department on (01) 885 1000 or email info@itb.ie. 

2. Empower Colleges – The Marino Institute (Dublin)
Get the future you want with a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in Early Childhood Studies from London Metropolitan University in conjunction with Empower Colleges.
Key Features: 4 years Part-time

Academic Year: September – June each year

Classes: 12 Saturdays per year over 4 years

Investment: €2,500 per year

Pricing: €2,500 per year - You can pay €2,500 in full prior to course commencement, or pay a deposit of €1,000 prior to course commencement followed by 3 additional payments of €541.67, this includes a 5% admin charge of €125. To be paid each year.

Start Date: Saturday 11th September 2010

Accreditation: BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies from London Metropolitan University
Tiered Exit Award Structure

The Early Childhood Studies Scheme comprises of a number of modules, each of which stands alone as an individual module of study, but also contributes to an integrated programme. There are three exit awards at undergraduate level, each requiring the successful completion of eight modules:

· Certificate Level (Certificate in Higher Education)

· Intermediate Level (Diploma in Higher Education)

· Honours Level (BA Ordinary and Honours in Early Childhood Studies)

In order to obtain an Early Childhood Studies Honours Degree you need to have successfully completed twenty-four modules.

About the course

This course is ideal for anyone who is currently working in the childcare industry and wishes to professionally develop themselves. The BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies has been specifically designed for those working in childcare. The course is delivered on a part-time basis to allow learners to work while they are studying towards their Degree qualification. This course will be undertaken through blended learning with taught sessions. Teaching methods are innovative, flexible and interactive. Assessment is based on coursework, with no formal examinations.

For more information about this BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies please contact Empower on by telephone on 056 77 56736, visit the website at www.empowercollege.ie or email: info@empowercolleges.ie 

3. Dublin Institute of Technology – Mountjoy Square Dublin 
Key Features: 3 years Part-time (is based on Advanced Entry to year 2)
Academic Year: September – May each year

Classes: 2 evening per week (4-8pm typically with commitment to two block weeks during the year)
Pricing: Not confirmed 
Start Date: Not confirmed
Entry requirements: All candidates must have completed a FETAC full award at Level 5 and a FETAC full award at Level 6 in Childcare or equivalent. They should have preferably two years suitable experience in Early Childhood Education and be currently in paid employment in an ECE Setting. Candidates must also have the Leaving Certificate (or equivalent) with passes in five subjects, except in the case of mature students (i.e. at least 23 years of age since 1st January in year of entry)
Accreditation: BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education at Level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications

Important Dates: The closing date for receipt of applications is 21st May 2010 and an open evening will in held in DIT Mountjoy Square on May 5th from 5-7pm for those who might be interested in finding out more about this new flexible delivery option.
Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) has been to the forefront of professional training in the area of Early Childhood Education since 1977 and has the longest track record of offering Early Years programmes in Ireland. The programme provides the opportunity for practitioners to reflect upon and review the value and quality of their practice and thereby to contribute positively to the development of quality practice in the service in which they are working. Professional practice skills will be developed in close collaboration with a College Tutor. Reflective practice is an important part of the academic component of the programme as experiences and perceptions in the work place are linked to theoretical frameworks back in college. 

Further details and application forms can be obtained from the DIT website at: www.dit.ie/socialscienceslaw/howtoapply/socialsciences/bahonsinearlychildhoodeducationin-service/ or from the Department of Social Sciences Office, Dublin Institute of Technology, 41Mountjoy Square, Dublin 1. You can also telephone (01) 4024164 or email: socialscience@dit.ie 
4. NUI Galway – Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Studies and Practice (Level 8)
Key Features: 4 year part-time distance learning programme of study
Academic Year: September – May 2011
Classes: Programme participants are required to attend a total of 6 workshops: 2 two-day and 4 one-day workshops. Final details on workshop dates and venues will be confirmed and circulated to students once offers have been accepted
Pricing: €2,900 per year. A deposit of €500 must accompany the application form (bank draft or postal order only). Unsuccessful applicants will be refunded this fee.  
Start Date: Due to commence in September 2010
Entry requirements: Applicants who have reached the age of 21 on the year of application will be admitted to the programme on the grounds of mature years. Applicants should be employed in an early childhood setting with up to 2 years experience working in the sector. While formal academic qualification are not necessary, those possessing a FETAC Level 5 or 6 qualification in the childcare or related disciplines will be encouraged to apply. 
Recognition of prior learning: Students with previous relevant qualifications may be eligible to apply for exemption from some modules on this programme of study. Alternatively, students who believe they have extensive experiential learning may also apply for exemptions. In this case, such learning must be demonstrated through the production of a learning portfolio. Full details of the RPL process may be obtained from the programme co-ordinator.
Accreditation: BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education at Level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications

Important Dates: The closing date for receipt of applications is the 18th June 2010. Students who accept a place on year 1 of the BA in Early Childhood Studies and Practice will be required to attend an orientation day at NUI, Galway during the early days of September 2010
For more information about this programme or a copy of the application form please contact Suzanne Golden, Programme co-ordinator in NUI, Galway on telephone (091) 492659 or email: Suzanne.golden@nuigalway.ie 

5. Institute of Technology Carlow - Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Studies and Practice (Level 8)
Key Features: 4 year, approximately 30 weeks per year
Academic Year: September – May 2011
Classes: Two nights a week from 7pm – 10pm. Some Saturday work will be necessary through the programme
Pricing:  €2,100 per year. 
Entry requirements: The following applicants will be considered for entry 1) Currently working in this sector 2) Mature students, 23 years or over 3) Other applicants may be considered on a case by case basis.
Accreditation: BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education at Level 8 on the National Framework of Qualifications awarded by the Institute of Technology, Carlow

The overall aim of the programme is to provide an academic and professional qualification in Early Childhood Education and Care. The programme will equip students with the knowledge, understanding and competences required to provide care and education for young children (0-6 years), in a range of early years settings. The general aim is to develop early childhood professionals who have specific expertise and a specialised knowledge base, competent to deliver and manage quality services to children and families. 

For more information about this programme or a copy of the application form please visit their website at www.itcarlow.ie or telephone the Carlow Campus on (059) 91 75000 or email: lllcentre@itcarlow.ie additionally, you can contact the Wicklow Campus on (0404) 67125 or email: wicklow@itcarlow.ie
Funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan, 2007-2013
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